Newsletter - 1989-10-26 by De la Garza, E.
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - 
Newsletters Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers 
10-26-1989 
Newsletter - 1989-10-26 
E. De la Garza 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews 
 Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio 
Grande Valley 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters 
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact 
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu. 
KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------,




AMERICA HAS BEEN BLESSED with rich .oil., clean water, favorable climate
and the technology to make u. among the best fed and clothed people on
the face of the earth. At no time in the history of our country has it
been more important to focus on conservation and preservation than it is
at this very moment.
The farmer and rancher know more than most the
integrity and clean water. Without those two items,
properly and livestock are not fed or watered properly.
Earlier this month your Congressman attended a meeting of the Rational
Endaw.ent for Soil and Vater Conservation in Washington. This exemplary
association announced its support of several unique conservation projects
aroung the nation and in the state of Texas. Three project awards go to
the state of Texas for a combined total of $135,000. The projects are:
* Revegetation of saline rangeland to control soil
erosion and improve water quality in reservoirs that
supply the Lower Rio Grande Valley;
* Management of dairy wastewater to protect groundwater in
the Trinity aquifer; and
* Stabilization of Gulf coast shorelines to reduce sediment
and other pollutants and improve fish and shrimp harvests.
Each of these projects points the way to long-term solutions in soil
and water preservation efforts, and each step we take is a deliberate step
in the correct direction--a pace we must keep up.
The Rational End~nt for Soil and Vater Conservation raises money
from the private sector to fund the implementation of agricultural
conservation projects and we are grateful for the efforts of the Endowment
and proud to mention them in this space.
# # #
THE 49th ANNUAL MEETING OF SOIL AND WATER Conservation District Directors
for the state of Texas is being held October 23-25 at the Convention Center
in McAllen and your Congressman has been invited to address a general session
of the convention on October 25.
Over 1,200 soil and water conservation directors and specialists will
attend this annual meeting--representing some of the best minds in Texas
conservation circles. In our remarks to the general assembly, we will
ta lk about Congress iona 1 work on the long- term Farm Bi 11 for 1990 to 1995
and the special soil and water conservation provisions in this legislation.
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board has extended
invitations to Agriculture Secretary Clayton Yeutter and the Agriculture
Secretary for Mexico, Jorge de la Vega, to come to McAllen and participate
in this annual gathering of conservation professionals. We share with
Mexico a keen desire to cooperate on matters of conservation which affect
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both our nations. The invitation to Secretary de la Vega highlights the
need for bilateral efforts that benefit both sides of the border.
We are writing this newsletter about one week prior to the start of
the convention and it is our hope the schedule for the House of
Representatives will allow us to travel to McAllen for this important event.
IF IF IF
APRIL 13! 1913 was a great day for Miss ion, Texas. On that day, the brick
cornerstone was laid for the St. Paul's Catholic Church at 12th and Francisco
Street in Mission. Father Charles Serodes was its first Pastor.
Now, after nearly 76 years, the original church and tower are the
object of a preservation ettort. lnterested cicizens havt: set tit' a fund
to pay for expenses associated with an effort to move the entire church
from its present location to Oblate Park.
A new church will be bUilt on the old site, but it is hoped that
interest in historic preservation will spark the needed donations to pay
for the expense of saving the old church. The "Save St. Paul' s C~ittee"
has proposed to the City and the County that the original church be used
as a Mission History Exhibit Hall and a new home for the Texas Citrus Fiesta.
The original cost of building St. Paul's in 1913 was $4,678.48. Now
that's a bargain! Of course it will cost more than this to move the church
to Oblate Park, but in the context of historic preservation it is an effort
well worth the undertaking.
If you are interested in making a donation, you can contact Ms Denice
Kemp in Mission at 585-5768 or 585-4864. She would be happy to talk to
you about the t.:hut"l,;h .,ILVJCC:: d'iid ~hi3 cffcrt to S3V'! go!!!.€, hi El-tn,.y for our
children.
# IF IF
THE VALLEY WILDLIFE REFUGE. The U.S. House of Representatives has approved
legislation which provides $8 million for the Rio Grande Valley National
Wildife Refuge in fiscal year 1990.
As in years past, I have worked with Congressional leaders to find
as much money as possible in our federal budget to keep the wildlife refuge
alive in the Valley.
national projects (we
by any standard) but
'.Our proposed refuge is small when compared to other
have a blueprint for 107,000 acres which is modest
it is a beginning in our efforts to preserve some
natural habitat for the unique species of wildlife which live in our area.
It is a worthy effort and I am pleased to help. We extend our thanks
to the Valley Audubon Society and the Valley Land Fund for consistent support
IF
VISITORS FROM HOME. Linda Vega of La Feria; Dr Joe Bailes,
Mr and Mrs Reyes Guerra, Sherwood and Vivian Stuart, all of
McAllen; and Doctor and Mrs John Warden of Weslaco.
#
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